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PACIFIC CIRCLE NEWS and NOTES

 The Circle’s email address is: thepacificcircle@gmail.com. Contact the editor 
should you have any questions, requests, or information to be shared with Circle 
members. 

 The University of Hawai‘i Foundation requests that dues or contributions made 
by check be made payable to “The U.H. Foundation” with “The Pacific Circle” in the 
memo space. The subscription and dues rates remain: US$25.00 for individuals and 
US$35.00 for institutions. Only contributions can be made online. Dues must be paid 
by check or credit card. 

 The Circle web site includes previous issues, documents from conferences, 
links to affiliated and complementary groups, and a blog with information about 
events and publications. There is also an option for searching previous issues of The 
Bulletin. Please visit: http://thepacificcircle.com.

 The editor keeps issues of The Bulletin for potential new members, conference 
publication tables, and departments. Please notify the editor if you would like a 
colleague to receive a gratis copy of The Bulletin. This has proven an effective way 
to build our membership and connect folks interested in science in the Pacific.

From our President: “The Pacific in Toronto”

 “In his eloquent address to the 2017 annual meeting of the History of Science 
Society (HSS), held in Toronto, Sverker Sörlin described a “northern turn” in the 
history of science, the recognition that the north, the Arctic especially, was a good 
place in which to explore issues of fundamental importance and value. But anyone 
perusing the program might have assumed instead that it was the year of the “Pacific 
turn,” as more papers focused on that region than on the poles. Indeed, even as Sörlin 
extolled in his lecture the arctic studies of Andrew Stuhl, that author was assigned to 
a session dedicated to science in the Pacific, albeit in his case the far northern parts 
of Pacific.

 A few Pacific offerings were scattered among various thematic panels. On 
Saturday morning, for example, Adrian Young (Denison University) spoke on 
Pitcairn Islanders, physical anthropology, and “places of captivation” in a session 
on indigenous hospitalities in the history of science. He argued that in the 1920s, 
islanders had received Harry Shapiro with hybrid practices of hospitality passed 
down from Tahitians and British seafarers, thereby making themselves available to 
his anthropometric solicitations. Inspired by Greg Dening, Young (no relation to 
the mutineers) was asking how scientists engaged in cross-cultural encounters in the 
Pacific where there was no beach.
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 Unfortunately, Young’s presentation coincided with a session dedicated to 
the “Pacific frontiers” of American science and technology, which I chaired and on 
which I commented. Stuhl (Bucknell University) had promised a paper titled: “In the 
Wake of the Whalers: American Intermediaries on the Arctic Edges of the Pacific 
World, 1880-1940.” Judging from Sörlin’s praise, it would no doubt have been 
wonderfully illuminating, but Stuhl sadly could not attend the meeting for personal 
reasons. Instead, Amy Kohout (Colorado College) opened proceedings with a paper 
on contributions of American soldiers to the production of scientific knowledge in 
the Philippines during the early-twentieth century. She focused on the field notes, 
correspondence, and specimens of a number of military geographers and biologists, 
especially Major Edgar Mearns, a founder of the Philippines Scientific Association. 
Her recognition that colonial military service provided an opportunity for scientific 
research, or surveillance, was compelling. 
 Ashanti Shih (Yale University) followed with a story about conservation 
science and indigenous dispossession in Hawai‘i, notable for its deft use of settler 
colonialism as an analytic framework. In the early-twentieth century, the proper 
environmental management of such a “natural laboratory” seemed to require the 
displacement of the land’s original inhabitants. Then Mary X. Mitchell (Purdue 
University) spoke on: “The Crossroads of American Sovereignty: Suffering and 
Spectacle in the American Pacific.” Mitchell brilliantly examined the impact of 
nuclear weapons detonations on debates over what forms U.S. sovereignty might take 
in the postwar Pacific. Advancing science and technology might thus give the U.S. 
a moral claim to continuing control over the Pacific, and permit indigenous people 
a minor (and stoic) role in the modern world – even when they felt it was not worth 
their suffering.
 All three papers elegantly demonstrated how science in the Pacific might lend 
credibility and virtue to U.S. imperial engagement with the region in the twentieth 
century. In my comments, I noted the exceptional coherence of the panel, and 
somewhat predictably, I called for greater recognition of indigenous perspectives on 
these matters. I felt that framing these studies as “frontier” history risked perpetuating 
binary accounts of knowledge systems and obscuring far more complex exchanges, 
as revealed in border-lands histories – just as Adrian Young no doubt was observing 
at the same time as we were talking.
 Even if these talks do not constitute a “Pacific turn” in the history of science, 
the Toronto meeting was a good showcase for the new histories of science in the 
Pacific. Since HSS meets in 2018 in Seattle, on the Pacific coast, perhaps we can 
hope for even more Pacific science there?”

 Warwick Anderson
 University of Sydney
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Recent Publications, Honors & Scholarly Activities by Circle Members 

 Congratulations to…

 Alex Golub, “Ben Finney: Anthropologist and Voyager,” The Journal of 
Pacific History 52:4 (2017), 524-529.

 Jane Samson, “The ‘Sleepiness’ of George Sarawia: The Impact of Disease on 
the Melanesian Mission at Mota, c. 1870-1900,” The Journal of Pacific History 52:2 
(2017), 156-171.

 George Behlmer, Risky Shores: Savagery and Colonialism in the Western 
Pacific, Stanford University Press, forthcoming in 2018.

HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY NEWS

 The next History of Science Society Annual Meeting will be held 
November 1-4, 2018, in Seattle, WA. Please visit: http://www.hssonline.org/. 

FUTURE MEETINGS, CONFERENCES and  
CALLS FOR PAPERS

20–23 May 2018. North American Society for Oceanic History meeting, to be held 
in St. Charles, Missouri, USA. This year’s theme is “From Rivers to Oceans: Inland 
Maritime History and the Nexus of Fresh and Salt Water.” For further information, 
please visit http://nasoh.org/conference/.

24–25 May 2018. History of Navigation Conference: Navigation, Heroism, History, 
to be held at the Royal Museums Greenwich, England. Among the themes to be 
considered are: the construction of navigational heroism, alternative perspectives on 
the existing canon, gender and the heroic, and new tales of navigational heroism. For 
further information, please contact research@rmg.co.uk.

24–26 May 2018. “The Environmental History of the Pacific World,” an international 
workshop, to be held at the Sun Yat Sen University, Guangzhou, China. For further 
information, please visit www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/events_conf_seminars/
calendar/180524_pacific-worlds/index.html.
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12–15 June 2018. Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, Pacific Division, to be held at Cal Poly Pomona, Pomona, California. Please 
visit pacific.aaas.org for information about schedules, abstracts and workshops.

29–30 June 2018. New Histories of Pacific Whaling, an international symposium 
to be held at the University of Hawai‘i – Manoa, and co-sponsored by the Rachel 
Carson Center, University of Oregon and the Centre for Research on Colonial 
Culture, University of Otago, New Zealand. If interested, please contact Prof. Ryan 
Tucker Jones, University of Oregon at rtj@uoregon.edu or Prof. Angela Wanhalla, 
University of Otago at angela.wanhalla@otago.ac.nz.

29 August–1 September 2018. Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies, 
to be held in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. The conference theme is 
“Transnational STS.” Pacific Circle members are encouraged to submit proposals 
in keeping with the following official announcement: “TRANSnational STS 
encourages presentations, panels, and other events that deepen and extend the 
transnational character of the Society for Social Studies itself, while engaging issues 
invoked by both the TRANS prefix (across, beyond, to change thoroughly), and by 
the problematic and evolving status of ‘nations’ in processes of global ordering.” 
Questions? Please contact Prof. Emma Kowal at emma.kowal@deakin.edu.au.

6–7 December 2018. “The Sea in the 20th Century: Globalization, Science, Networks 
and Heritage,” to be held in Lisbon, Portugal. For more information, contact 
seaxxcentury@gmail.com.



6 Bulletin of the Pacific Circle

BOOK, JOURNAL, EXHIBITION and RESEARCH NEWS

 Perspectives on Science 25:5 (2017) is a Special Issue on “Populations of 
Cognition – Practices of Inquiry into Human Populations in Latin America,” 
co-edited by Edna Suarez-Diaz, Vivette Garcia-Deister, and Emily E. Vasquez. 
The issue includes articles about disease, medical technologies, and classificatory 
systems.

 East Asian Science, Technology and Society 11:4 (2017) is a Special Issue 
on “From Postcolonial to Subimperial Formations of Medicine: Taiwan and 
Korea,” guest editor, Howard Chiang. Articles cover medical paradigms, pedagogy, 
knowledge and connections to war.

SELECTED RECENT and FORTHCOMING 
PACIFIC BIBLIOGRAPHY

BOOKS and BOOK CHAPTERS

 Captain Cook and the Pacific: Art, Exploration and Empire, by John McAller 
and Nigel Rigby, Yale University Press, 2017.

 Forgotten Disease: Illnesses Transformed in Chinese Medicine, by Hilary A. 
Smith, Stanford University Press, 2017.

 The Oceans: A Deep History, by Eelco J. Rohling, Princeton University Press, 
2017.

 White Fox and Icy Seas on the Western Arctic: The Fur Trade, Transportation, 
and Change in the Early Twentieth Century, by John R. Bockstock, Yale University 
Press, 2018.

ARTICLES and ESSAYS

 “Active Normal Faulting along the Langshan Piedmont Fault, North China: 
Implications for Slip Partitioning in the Western Hetao Graben,” by Gang Rao, 
Chuanqi He, Yali Cheng, Hangli Yu, Jianmin Hu, Peng Chen, and Qi Yao, The 
Journal of Geology 126:1 (2018), 99-118.

 “Arctic Mysteries and Imperial Ambitions: The Hunt for Sir John Franklin 
and the Victorian Culture of Survival,” by Ellen Boucher, The Journal of Modern 
History 90 (2018), 40-75.
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 “Are Australian Field-Collected Strains of Cimex lectularious and Cimex 
hemipterus (Hemiptera: Cimicidae) Resistant to Deltamethrin and Imidacloprid as 
Revealed by Topical Assay?” by David G. Lilly, Kai Dang, Cameron E. Webb, and 
Stephen L. Doggett, Austral Entomology 57:1 (2018), 77-84. 

 “Atypical Red Blood Cells are Prevalent in California Sea Lion Pups Born 
during Anomalous Sea Surface Temperature Events,” by Adriana Flores-Moran, 
Marina Banuet-Martinez, Fernando R. Elorriaga-Verplancken, Luis Enrique 
Garcia-Ortuno, Julieta Sandoval-Sierra, and Karina Acevedo-Whitehouse, 
Physiological and Biochemical Zoology 90:5 (2017), 564-574.

 “Caledophora (Diptera: Phoridae), a New Genus from New Caledonia,” by 
Danilo Cesar Ament and Brian Victor Brown, Journal of Natural History 51:45-46 
(2017), 2711-2719.

 “Carbohydrate Dynamics of Three Dominant Species in a Chinese Savanna 
Under Precipitation Exclusion,” by Yanqiang Jin, Jing Li, Chenggang Liu, 
Yuntong Liu, and Yiping Zhang, Tree Physiology (2018), available online at https://
academic.oup.com/treephys.

 “Carbon Fluxes and Species Diversity in Grazed and Fenced Typical Steppe 
Grassland of Inner Mongolia, China,” by R. Sagar, G.Y. Li, J.S. Singh, and 
Shiqiang Wang, Journal of Plant Ecology (2017), available online at https://
academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “Changes in Orchid Populations and Endophytic Fungi with Rainfall and 
Prescribed Burning in Pterostylis revoluta in Victoria, Australia,” by N.U. Jasinge, 
T. Huynh, and A.C. Lawrie, Annals of Botany 121:2 (2018), 321-334.

 “Comparative Analysis of Larval Transcriptomes from Co-Occurring Species 
of Australian Cricotopus (Diptera: Chrionomidae),” by Matt N. Krosch, Austral 
Entomology 56:4 (2017), 451-458.

 “Comparative Phenology of Dormant Japanese Pear (Pyrus pyrifolia) Flower 
Buds: A Possible Cause of ‘Flowering Disorder’,” by A. Ito, T. Sakaue, O. 
Fijimaru, A. Iwatani, T. Ikeda, D. Sakamoto, T. Sugiura, and T. Moriguchi, Tree 
Physiology (2018), available online at https://academic.oup.com/treephys.

 “Contrasting Evolutionary Processes during Quaternary Climatic Changes and 
Historical Orogenies: A Case Study of the Japanese Endemic Primroses Primula sect. 
Reinii,” by Masaya Yamamoto, Masato Ohtani, Kaoruko Kurata, and Hiroaki 
Setoguchi, Annals of Botany 120:6 (2017), 943-954.

 “Differences in Below-Ground Bud Bank Density and Composition along a 
Climatic Gradient in the Temperate Steppe of Northern China,” by Jianqiang Qian, 



8 Bulletin of the Pacific Circle

Zhengwen Wang, Jitka Klimešová, Xiaotao Lü, and Wennong Kuang, Annals of 
Botany 120:5 (2017), 755-764.

 “Diversity in the Diet of the Predator Octopus cyanea in the Coral Reef System 
of Moorea, French Polynesia,” by D. Scheel, T. Leite, J. Mather, and K. Langford, 
Journal of Natural History 51:43-44 (2017), 2615-2633.

 “Ecosystem Service of Biological Pest Control in Australia: The Role of Non-Crop 
Habitats within Landscapes,” by Vesna Gagic, Cate Pauli, and Nancy A. Schellhorn, 
Austral Entomology (2018), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Effects of Rainfall Exclusion on Leaf Gas Exchange Traits and Osmotic 
Adjustment in Mature Canopy Trees of Dryobalanops aromatica (Dipterocarpaceae) in a 
Malaysian Tropical Rain Forest,” by Yuta Inoue, Tomoaki Ichie, Tanaka Kenzo, Aogu 
Yoneyama, and Tomo‘omi Kumagai, Tree Physiology 37:10 (2017), 1301-1311.

 “Elevational Patterns and Ecological Determinants of Mean Family Age of 
Angiosperm Assemblages in Temperate Forests within Mount Taibai, China,” by 
Mingfei Zhao, Yuhang Wang, Feng Xue, Wanyi Zuo, Kaixiong Xing, Guoyi 
Wang, and Muyi Kang, Journal of Plant Ecology (2018), available online at https://
academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “Forestry and the Politics of Sustainability in Early China,” by Ian Matthew 
Miller, Environmental History 22:4 (2017), 594-617.

 “Functional Strategies and Distribution of Climbing Plant Communities in 
Different Vegetation Patches in a Subtropical Dry Forest, Central Argentina,” by 
Maria Cecilia Ferrero, Sebastian R. Zeballos, Juan I. Whitworth-Hulse, Melisa 
A. Giorgis, and Diego E. Gurvich, Journal of Plant Ecology (2017), available online 
at https://academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “The Genus Bassus Fabricius, 1804 (Hymenoptera: Braconidae: Agathidinae) in 
China, with Description of Three New Species,” by Pu Tang, Cornelis van Achterberg, 
and Xue-Xin Chen, Journal of Natural History 51:45-46 (2017), 2745-2758.

 “The Genus Cremastobaeus Ashmead (Hymenoptera: Scelionidae: 
Cremastobaeini) from India,” by Veenakumari Kamalanathan and Prashanth 
Mohanraj, Journal of Natural History 51:33-34 (2017), 1989-2056.

 “Geochemistry of Early Cretaceous Intermediate to Mafic Dikes in the 
Jiaodong Peninsula: Constraints on Mantle Source Composition beneath Eastern 
China,” by Qun Long, Rong Hu, Yi-Zeng Yang, Chun-Yue Yang, Shu Zhou, 
Wolfgang Siebel, and Fukun Chen, The Journal of Geology 125:6 (2018), 713-732.

 “Granitoid Petrogenesis and Tectonic Implications of the Late Triassic Bajoi 
Pluton, North Qinling Orogen, China: Zircon U-Pb Ages and Geochemical and Sr-Nd-
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Pb-Hf Isotopic Compositions,” by Ying-Yu Xue, Wolfgang Siebel, Jian-Feng He, 
He Zhang, and Fukun Chen, The Journal of Geology 126:1 (2018), 119-139.

 “Gumleaf Skeletoniser Uraba lugens (Lepidoptera: Nolidae) Larval Outbreaks 
Occur in High Rainfall Western Australian Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) Forest 
after Drought,” by Allan J. Wills and Janet D. Farr, Austral Entomology 56:4 
(2017), 424-432.

 “Heterogeneous Distribution of Xylan and Lignin in Tension Wood G-Layers 
of the S1+G Type in Several Japanese Hardwoods,” by Ayano Higaki, Arata 
Yoshinaga, and Kiji Takabe, Tree Physiology 37:12 (2017), 1767-1775.

 “High Endemism and Stem Density Distinguish New Caledonian from 
other High-Diversity Rainforests in the Southwest Pacific,” by Thomas Ibanez, 
E. Blanchard, V. Hequet, G. Keppel, and M. Laidlaw, Annals of Botany 121:1 
(2018), 25-35.

 “High Temperatures May Halve the Lifespan of the Japanese Flying Squid, 
Todarodes pacificus,” by Hideo Takahara, Hideaki Kidokoro, and Yasunori 
Sakurai, Journal of Natural History 51:43-44 (2017), 2607-2614.

 “Historical Biogeography and Extinction in the Hawaiian Honeycreepers,” by 
Robert E. Ricklefs, The American Naturalist 190:4 (2017), E106-E111.

 “Host-Plants of Leaf-Miners in Australian Subtropical Rainforest,” by Sarah C. 
Maunsell, Chris J. Burwell, Rebecca J. Morris, William J.F. McDonald, Edward 
D. Edwards, Rolf G. Oberprieler, and Roger L. Kitching, Austral Entomology 
56:4 (2017), 403-411.

 “How Blind are They? Phototactic Responses in Stygobiont Diving Beetles 
(Coleoptera: Dystriscidae) from Calcrete Aquifers of Western Australia,” by 
Barbara L. Langille, Simon M. Tierney, Andrew D. Austin, William F. 
Humphreys, and Steven J.B. Cooper, Austral Entomology (2018), available online 
at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Immature Stages of Two Australian Mydas Flies (Diptera: Mydidae) of the 
Genera Diochlistus and Miltinus,” by David J. Ferguson and David K. Yeates, 
Austral Entomology (2018), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Integrating Dots and Spots with COI Sequence Data Reinstates 
Thoracolopha Turner, 1939 (Lepidoptera:Noctuidae), for 13 Australian Species 
formerly in Proteuxoa Hampson, 1903,” by Bobbie Hitchcock, Edward Edwards, 
and Andrew Mitchell, Austral Entomology (2017), available online at  
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.
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 “Intercontinental Comparison of Liana Community Assemblages in Tropical 
Forests of Ghana and Malaysia,” by Patrick Addo-Fordjour, Zakaria B. Rahmad, 
and Robyn J. Burnham, Journal of Plant Ecology 10:6 (2017), 883-894.

 “Intimate Relations: Kinship and the Economics of Shore Whaling in Southern 
New Zealand, 1820-1860,” by Kate Stevens and Angela Wanhalla, The Journal of 
Pacific History 52:2 (2017), 135-155.

 “Intra-annual Dynamics of Xylem Growth in Pinus Massoniana Submitted to  
an Experimental Nitrogen Addition in Central China,” by Shaokang Zhang, Jian-
Guo Huang, Sergio Rossi, Qianqian Ma, and Biyun Yu, Tree Physiology 37:11 
(2017), 1546-1553.

 “An Intriguing, New Planarian Species from Tasmania, with a Discussion on 
Protandry in Triclad Flatworms (Platyhelminthes, Tricladida),” by Ronald Sluys, 
Miquel Vila-Farre, Jochen Rink, and John E.J. Rasko, Acta Zoologica (2018), 
available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “James Dwight Dana and John Strong Newberry in the US Pacific Northwest: 
The Roots of American Fluvialism,” by Jim E. O’Connor, The Journal of Geology 
126:2 (2018), 229-247.

 “Latitudinal Pattern and the Driving Factors of Leaf Functional Traits in 185 
Shrub Species across Eastern China,” by Yongkai Luo, Huifeng Hu, Mengying 
Zhoa, He Li, and Shangshi Liu, Journal of Plant Ecology (2017), available online at 
https://academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “Level of Habitat Fragmentation Determines its Non-Linear Relationships 
with Plant Species Richness, Frequency and Density at Desertified Grasslands in 
Inner Mongolia, China,” by Zhimin Liu, Wenkai Shou, Jianqiang Qian, Jing 
Wu, Carlos Alberto Busso, and Xianzhang Hou, Journal of Plant Ecology (2017), 
available online at https://academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “Life Within and Life of a Mining Town: The Historical Geography of Western 
Australia’s First Iron Ore Town,” by Amanda Davies and Bobbie Oliver, Australian 
Geographer 49:1 (2018), 25-40.

 “Nine New Species of the Subgenus Stegana (Oxyphortica) from the Oriental 
Region, with Morphological and Molecular Evidence Based on Chinese Species 
(Diptera: Drosophilidae),” by Nannan Wang, Yuan Zhang, Yu Cheng, and 
Hongwei Chen, Journal of Natural History 51:33-34 (2017), 1943-1970.

 “New Species of Acizzia Heslop-Harrison (Hemiptera: Psyllidae) from 
Loranthaceae in Australia and New Guinea,” by Gary S. Taylor, Austral 
Entomology 56:4 (2017), 355-383.
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 “Numerical Host Plant Relationships of Bemisia tabaci MEAM 1 (Hemiptera: 
Aleyrodidae) within and Among Major Australian Field Crops,” by Richard V. 
Sequeira and David J. Reid, Austral Entomology (2017), available online at http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Overwintering Survival of Grapevine Scale Parthenolecanium persicae 
(Hemiptera: Coccidae) in the Canberra Region of Australia,” by Angus Hayes, 
Teresa Neeman, and Paul D. Cooper, Austral Entomology (2017), available online 
at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Patterns of Leaf N:P Stoichiometry Along Climatic Gradients in Sandy 
Region, North of China,” by Lifang Zhang, Lilong Wang, Wenliang He, Xinfang 
Zhang, Lizhe An, and Shijian Xu, Journal of Plant Ecology 11:2 (2018), 218-225.

 “Phylogeography of Herbarium Specimens of Asexually Propagated Paper 
Mulberry [Broussonetia papyrifera (L.) L’Her. Ex. Vent. (Moraceae)] Reveals Genetic 
Diversity across the Pacific,” by Claudia Payacan, Ximena Moncada, Gloria Rojas, 
Andrew Clarke, and Kuo-Fang Chung, Annals of Botany 120:3 (2017), 387-404.

 “A Phylogenetic Review of the Genus Atopobathynella Schminke, 1973, 
(Crustacea, Malacostraca, Bathynbellacea) with Three New Species from 
Southeastern India,” by Elia Bandari, Shabuddin Shaik, and Yenumula Ranga 
Reddy, Journal of Natural History 51:35-36 (2017), 2143-2184.

 “Phylogenetic Placement and Redescription of Aleochara blackburni Bernhauer 
& Scheerpeltz, 1926 (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae) from Coastal Australia,” by Jeong-
Hun Song, Andrew W. Osborn, Mario Elgueta, and Kee-Jeon Ahn, Austral 
Entomology (2017), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Projected Impact of Future Climate on Water-Stress Patterns across the 
Australian Wheatbelt,” by James Watson, Bangyou Zheng, Scott Chapman, and 
Karine Chenu, Journal of Experimental Botany 68:21-22 (2017), 5907-5921.

 “Reinvented Places: ‘Tradition’, ‘Family Care’ and Psychiatric Institutions in 
Japan,” by Susan L. Burns, Social History of Medicine (2017), available online at 
https://academic.oup.com/shm.

 “Relationship between Fine-Root Exudation and Respiration of Two Quercus 
Species in a Japanese Temperate Forest,” by Lijuan Sun, Mioko Ataka, Yuji 
Kominami, and Kenichi Yoshimura, Tree Physiology 37:8 (2017), 1011-1020.

 “Responses of Fruit Flies (Diptera: Tephritidae) to New Attractants in Papua 
New Guinea,” by Jane E. Royer, Sharon Agovaua, John Bokosou, Kiteni Kurika, 
Amanda Mararuai, David G. Mayer, and Benjamin Niangu, Austral Entomology 
57:1 (2018), 40-49.
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 “Review of the Australian Teredolaemus Sharp, 1885 (Coleoptera: Teredidae), 
with Descriptions of Five New Species,” by Yu-Lingzi Zhou, Nathan P. Lord, and 
Adam Slipinski, Austral Entomology 56:4 (2017), 439-450.

 “A Review of Three Species of Hesperonoe (Annelida: Polynoidae) in 
Asia, with Descriptions of Two New Species and a New Record of Hesperonoe 
hwanghaiensis from Korea,” by Jae-Sang Hong, Chae-Lin Lee, and Masanori Sato, 
Journal of Natural History 51:47-48 (2017), 2925-2945.

 “Revision of Scatella (Neoscatella) (Diptera: Ephydridae) from the New Zealand 
Subregion,” by Daniel N.R. Costa, Wayne N. Mathis, and Luciane Marinoni, 
Austral Entomology (2017), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “The Root Structures of 21 Aquatic Plants in a Macrophyte-Dominated Lake 
in China,” by Xiaolong Huang, Ligong Wang, Xin Guan, Yuanyuan Gao, and 
Chunhua Liu, Journal of Plant Ecology 11:1 (2018), 39-46.

 “Salticidae (Arachnida: Araneae) Inhabiting Islands off Australia Re-Visited,” 
by Marek Zabka, Barbara Patoleta, and Lukasz Trebicki, Austral Entomology 
(2017), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Sarcophaga maxima sp. nov. (Diptera: Sarcophagidae: Sarcophaginae), a New 
Australian Flesh Fly Recognised by Morphology and DNA Barcoding,” by Kelly 
A. Meiklejohn, James F. Wallman, and Thomas Pape, Austral Entomology 57:1 
(2018), 17-24.

 “Sediment Provenance of the Intracontinental Ordos Basin in North China 
Craton Controlled Tectonic Evolution of the Basin-Orogen System,” by Wen-Yi 
Zhou, Yang-Quan Jiao, and Jun-Hong Zhao, The Journal of Geology 125:6 
(2017), 701-711.

 “Spatiotemporal Variations of CO2 Fluxes in Cynodon-Dominated Riparian 
Zone of the Three Gorges Reservoir (TGR), China,” by Wenli Zhang, Jiquan 
Chen, Ju Liu, Fangqing Chen, Quanfa Zhang, Zutao Ouyang, Changliang 
Shao, Yi Fan, and Wennian Xu, Journal of Plant Ecology, available online at 
https://academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “Species Richness and Composition of Shrub-Encroached Grasslands in 
Relation to Environmental Factors in Northern China,” by Luhong Zhou, Haihua 
Shen, Leiyi Chen, He Li, Pujin Zhang, Xia Zhao, Taoyu Liu, Shangshi Liu, 
Aijun Xing, Huifeng Hu, and Jingyun Fang, Journal of Plant Ecology (2017), 
available online at https://academic.oup.com/jpe.

 “Taxonomic Revision of the Euploea alcathoe Complex (Lepidoptera: 
Nymphalidae) from Australia and New Guinea,” by Trevor A. Lambkin, Michael 
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F. Braby, Rodney G. Eastwood, and Myron P. Zalucki, Austral Entomology 
(2017), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Theology, Idolatry and Science: John Williams’ Missionary Ethnography and 
Natural History of the South Pacific,” by Sarah Irving-Stonebraker, Journal of 
Religious History (2018), available online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.

 “Too Much Water: Drainage Schemes and Landscape Change in the Sugar-
Producing Areas of Queensland, 1920-1990,” by Peter Darryl Griggs, Australian 
Geographer 49:1 (2018), 81-105.

 “Two New Species and Additional Distributional Records of Acmopolynema 
Ogloblin (Hymenoptera: Mymaridae) from India,” by Sagadal Manickavasagam, 
Selvaraj Palanivel, and Serguei V. Triapitsyn, Journal of Natural History 51:33-34 
(2017), 1971-1987.

 “U-Pb Ages and Lu-Hf Isotopes of Detrital Zircons from Sedimentary Units 
Across the Mid-Neoproterozoic Unconformity in the Western Jiangnan Orogen of 
South China and Their Tectonic Implications,” by Huimin Su, Shao-Yong Jiang, 
Jingwen Mao, Dongyang Zhang, Xiangke Wu, and Hongfeng Qin, The Journal of 
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BOOK REVIEW

Andrea Wulf, The Invention of Nature: 
Alexander von Humboldt’s New World, New 
York: Vintage, 2016 and Knopf, 2015, PP. xix 
+ 552, Paper, US$17.00 and Canadian $23.00, 
Illustrations, Notes, Bibliography, ISBN 978-0-
345-80629-1.

 Andrea Wulf begins her biography of 
Alexander von Humboldt with an arresting scene 
from June 1802: Humboldt and three companions 
“crawling on hands and knees along a high narrow 
ridge that was in places only two inches wide,” 
while beneath them was “a 1,000-foot drop” (1). 
They were crossing the heights of Chimborazo, 

the high mountain peak in the Andes, still about a thousand feet from the summit 
but rewarded with a magnificent view when the fog lifted. Their feat was one 
of the wonders of Humboldt’s journey through the Americas. But Humboldt 
experienced more than just a breathtaking sight. At that moment, writes Wulf, he 
“began to see the world differently. He saw the earth as one great living organism 
where everything was connected, conceiving a bold new vision of nature that still 
influences the way that we understand the natural world” (2). This, then, was the 
polymath scientist’s moment of revelation. Wulf recounts the story to define her 
book’s aim of returning Humboldt to his stature as the prophet of attempts ever 
since – by Charles Darwin, Henry David Thoreau, George Perkins Marsh, Ernst 
Haeckel, and John Muir, just to list some of the featured stars of later chapters – to 
understand nature as a unified totality. 

 Wulf has done impressive research, reading widely in Humboldt’s own 
works, traveling to archives, and making her own climb on Chimborazo. The result 
is a book that retraces the course of Humboldt’s life along roughly chronological 
lines. It recounts the early years in Berlin with his icy mother; the rapid intellectual 
advances of the late adolescent, who gobbled up scientific readings and reproduced 
experiments; and the adventures of the tireless field worker taking notes and 
gathering specimens on his trip through the Americas. Wulf can be a dazzling stylist, 
and in particular her South American narrative, retelling Humboldt’s own accounts of 
the journey, shakes the dust off old tomes and tired translations. She brings to life his 
panoramas of nature in its tropical depths and mountain heights, which captivated the 
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young Darwin and generations of lesser naturalist travelers. Humboldt’s once-great 
reputation has faded in much of the world, though it remains intact in Germany. 

 (Transparency alert: I write this as a recipient of a Humboldt Research Prize, 
awarded by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.) 

 Absorbing Wulf’s vivid prose, readers can feel like partners in Humboldt’s 
experiences of nature and transformation of them into tables, texts, and global 
comparisons, his work enlivened, as Wulf points out in a recurring theme of her 
book, by its synthesis of aesthetic vision and scientific method. At the same time, she 
gives plenty of space to Humboldt’s political and social commitments: his lifelong 
adherence to the principles of the French Revolution, campaign against slavery, 
dislike of the stuffiness of Berlin, and generosity toward younger scientists. To have 
made Humboldt’s life and work attractive to a wide audience is an achievement that 
merits praise and thanks.

 Audience appeal, however, cannot be the sole measure of a book that surveys 
a life of scientific achievement. If Humboldt’s writings were a contribution to 
science, what was the science – or more precisely, what was the concept of “nature” 
that Wulf puts front and center in the Chimborazo revelation, in which he realizes 
that all of nature is connected? For the statement that “[e]verything was connected” 
(101) she leans heavily on Cosmos, a work begun some four decades later, which 
she projects backward onto the earlier moment. But this is a classic biographer’s 
fallacy. Later recollections are deceptive, partly because autobiographical sources 
may be consciously shaping their life into a meaningful narrative, partly because 
of the unconscious work of memory. An intellectual biographer may make use of 
an author’s testimony, but also has to see around it. That is the historian’s craft: 
to challenge, contextualize, and insert the author’s words into a larger fabric of 
historical knowledge. There is no hint of that here. Instead the description of the 
Chimborazo revelation resembles a cinematic lead-in. It is offered right at the 
beginning of Wulf’s book like a film preview, and then repeated as the climactic 
moment in her narrative of Humboldt’s youthful journey. 

 Regardless of when and how Humboldt came to his revelation, its contents 
shift from page to page. At different moments in the text, the connectedness of 
nature refers to “the earth as one great living organism” (2); the emanation of natural 
phenomena from “‘an eternal, all-encompassiong power’” (72); the pantheistic 
philosophy of F.W.J. Schelling (150-151); the comparative study of ecozones (102); 
the struggle for existence between animal species observed along the Orinoco (76); 
and Ernst Haeckel’s monism (370-371). But these do not add up to a cohesive 
concept of connection. Among other disparities, global comparison of natural 
phenomena brings together local instances in order to determine distance as well as 
analogy; it uses precise scientific method in order to isolate causal mechanisms and 
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has nothing to do with the pantheism of a Schelling. 

 When Wulf ventures beyond her subject to larger generalizations about 
intellectual history, the result is erroneous simplification. “Humboldt,” she writes, 
“was turning away from the human-centered perspective that had ruled humankind’s 
approach to nature for millennia,” citing Aristotle and Linnaeus, Francis Bacon 
and Descartes as her witnesses (67). Did these Western thinkers speak for all 
“humankind”? Whatever happened to Buddhism and, more broadly, Indian thought, 
which was being rediscovered and admired in Humboldt’s early nineteenth-century 
Germany? Not that the author’s views on Western thought go beyond cliché: “In the 
eighteenth century ideas of the perfectibility of nature dominated western thinking” 
(67). Yet Voltaire’s Candide (1759), a central Enlightenment text, has a very 
different message of skepticism toward the notion of perfectibility; at the end of the 
novella, Candide and his friends cultivate their garden as a retreat from the mess that 
is the world, not to transform it. Enlightenment thinkers grappled with the limits and 
dangers as well as the promise of improving nature. 

 Another manifestation of “nature” in the book is Humboldt’s attraction to men. 
It was well-known in Humboldt’s own time and ever since that he had a succession 
of close relationships with male companions such as Aimé Bonpland, who went 
with him on the journey to the Americas; Carlos Montúfar, who followed him from 
Ecuador to Paris; and the chemist and physicist Joseph Louis Gay-Lussac, whom he 
met in Paris shortly after his return in 1804. Wulf’s discussion of these relationships 
is uneasy. Readers get a delicate discussion of homosexuality which takes note 
of the friendships but comes down on the side of a sexless Humboldt, his passion 
reserved for science (95-96). No mention is made of the Romantic flouting of social 
norms or of the tumultuous love lives unfolding in his circle – for example, to cite 
two figures who have large roles in this book, in the lives of his brother, Wilhelm 
von Humboldt, and his friend, Goethe. By limiting the discussion of Alexander von 
Humboldt’s sexuality to his personal proclivities and did-he-or-didn’t-he dimensions, 
the book bypasses the significant historical issues raised by one individual’s 
behavior. Gender studies have made it clear for decades that terms like “homosexual” 
and “heterosexual” are historical, not timeless natural categories, and have different 
meanings in different circumstances. 

 Wulf notes that “Humboldt’s declarations tended to be strong” even for an era 
of emphatic male statements of friendship (95). But that general observation should 
serve as a starting-point for more specific questions. How open could one be about a 
homoerotic relationship in the early nineteenth century – in particular, in the medium 
of private letters? What were the laws governing same-sex relations in France 
(Humboldt lived for decades in Paris) and Prussia? How much freedom was allowed 
to a privileged and celebrated individual such as Humboldt? Were there homosexual 
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milieux in Paris or Berlin that he joined or avoided? As the author overlooks 
questions like these, the book takes on a rather lifeless quality, with Humboldt and 
other figures acting out roles derived from our time rather than the drama of their 
own age, with its confluence of contradictory mores of eighteenth-century libertinage, 
growing emphasis on upper-class propriety, and Romantic revolt against respectable 
conventions. 

 One wonders how a new biography could bypass the history of gender as it 
surveys a life of masculine brio and yearning for male intimacy. The answer may 
have to do with the absence of serious engagement with the scholarship on Humboldt 
and his era. The bibliography lists many of the important books written about 
Humboldt and his age. But they are almost completely absent from the footnotes, 
and by extension, the text. There is no little visible dialogue with other recent 
writers about how to make sense out of the historical moment, which almost defies 
characterization as protagonists struggled with conflicting principles in an age of 
revolution and restoration. They looked back to the Enlightenment and received the 
Romantic cross-currents of their own time; sympathized with the French Revolution’s 
call for liberty and equality; clung to their privileged status; and struggled to make 
sense of the reactionary politics of the post-Napoleonic era. These are complicated 
themes that today’s scholarship still teaches us to view afresh. 

 Should a book for general readers pay any attention to expert debate? Or 
would doing so diminish its liveliness? Actually, the reverse is true. The humanity 
of the late eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century only grows in dialogue with 
scholarship’s reflections on the age; the literature on exploration has made bold 
advances in the past thirty years; human sexuality takes on new dimensions as we 
learn from a rich recent literature about its temporally diverse forms. Humboldt 
himself was – as Wulf rightly emphasizes – one of the most sociable of human 
beings, never more at home than in conversation. Natural science thrives on 
discussion; historical writing does too. By going it alone, Wulf’s book leaves out 
essential ways in which Humboldt’s age connects with our own.  

  Harry M. Liebersohn
  University of Illinois–Urbana 
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