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Pacific Circle Newsletter 

Volume 3:4 (12 February 2023) 

PUBLICATIONS UPDATES  

Plants and Animals in Latin American Cultures Call for Proposals  

In recent years there has been a growing interest in bringing closer together the fields of critical 

plant studies and critical animal studies. Scholars have described their distinct but interrelated 

origins, noting the earlier attention non-human animals received from the humanities and the 

more recent growth in plant-centered work.  

This edited volume is an effort in such a direction, taking Patrícia Vieira and Susan McHugh’s 

following questions as a point of departure: “What can animal studies scholars learn from 

current plant research and vice versa? How do studies that encompass both plants and animals 

(and, potentially, other living and non-living forms of existence) enrich our understanding of our 

planet in all its diversity?”  

We invite scholars working in Latin American art histories, cultural studies, film and media 

studies, literary studies, theater and performance studies, visual studies, and other relevant 

humanistic fields to submit proposals for an edited volume related to topics including, but not 

limited to: 

•     Human-nonhuman animal relationships, alliances, encounters, conflicts, and 

entanglements 

•     Decolonial approaches to animals and plants 

•     Studies on pets, stray animals, leisured animals, unwelcomed/invasive species, and 

plagues 

•     Languages of plants and animals 

•     Plant and animal life, reproduction, illness, and death 

•     Plants and animals in science fiction, climate fiction, and other speculative genres 

•     Race in critical animal and plant studies 

•     Medicinal animals and plants 
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•     Plants and animals in science 

•     Plant and animal superstition and magic 

•     Animal liberation and ethics 

•     Indigenous ontologies and epistemologies 

•     Feminist and queer ecologies 

•     Practices of more-than-human care 

•     Disability studies and critical animal and plant studies 

•     Posthumanist examinations of plants and animals 

•     Ecocritical approximations to plant and animal survival in the Anthropocene 

•     Animals and plants in the colonial Americas   

•     Representations of plants and animals in early indigenous cultural production 

•     Plant and animal trade and displacement 

•     Plant and animal counter visualities   

•     Native plants and animals in the diaspora 

•     Plants, animals, and migrations 

We especially welcome proposals with a transhistorical and interdisciplinary approach to critical 

plant and animal studies. 

Authors should submit abstracts of their proposed chapters (approx. 500 words), a preliminary 

bibliography, and a short biographical paragraph (approx. 150 words) of each contributing 

author no later than April 30, 2023, to cepardop@syr.edu and operezhe@skidmore.edu. 

Accepted abstracts will be included in a book proposal to an academic press to be submitted by 

June 2023.  

Contact Info:  Cristina E. Pardo Porto (Syracuse University, cepardop@syr.edu) 

Oscar A. Pérez (Skidmore College, operezhe@skidmore.edu) 

Contact Email:  

operezhe@skidmore.edu 

URL:  

https://oaperez.com/research/more-than-human-worlds/plants-and-animals-in-latin-american-

cultures/ 

 

mailto:cepardop@syr.edu
mailto:operezhe@skidmore.edu
mailto:cepardop@syr.edu
mailto:operezhe@skidmore.edu
mailto:operezhe@skidmore.edu
https://oaperez.com/research/more-than-human-worlds/plants-and-animals-in-latin-american-cultures/
https://oaperez.com/research/more-than-human-worlds/plants-and-animals-in-latin-american-cultures/
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Pacific Science 76:3 (July 2022) 
  

  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

  

Prioritization of Restoration Needs for Seabirds in the U.S. Tropical Pacific Vulnerable to Climate 
Change  
pp. 247 - 265  
Lindsay C. Young  
Eric A. VanderWerf 

Notes on the Introduced Small Mammals of Tinian, Mariana Islands  
pp. 267 - 276  
Brian T. Leo  
Andrew S. Wiewel 

A Third Pond on the Mauna Kea Summit Plateau  
pp. 277 - 287  
Norbert Schorghofer  
Matthias Leopold  
Fritz L. Klasner 

Lake Tagimaucia Montane Lake as a Potential Late Holocene Environmental Archive in Fiji's 
Volcanic Highlands  
pp. 289 - 311  
James Terry  
Kunal Singh  
Michelle McKeown 

South(east) by Southwest: Identification of a New Halocaridina rubraHolthuis, 1963 (Decapoda: 
Atyidae) Genetic Group From O'ahu, Hawai'i  
pp. 313 - 323  
Scott R. Santos  
Livable Hawai'i Kai Hui  
Mike N. Yamamoto  
Thomas Y. Iwai Jr.  
Annette W. Tagawa 

 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879573
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879573
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879574
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879575
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879576
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879576
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879577
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879577
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Landscape Configuration Influences 'Ōma'o (Myadestes obscurus) Song Diversity  
pp. 325 - 335  
Nicole M. Fernandez  
Kristina L. Paxton  
Eben H. Paxton  
Adam A. Pack  
Patrick J. Hart 

Declining Soil Nutrient Status Can Constrain Agricultural Productivity and Food Security in 
Pacific Island Countries: A Country Scale Assessment  
pp. 337 - 348  
Gibson Susumu  
Ami Sharma  
Siosiua Halavatau  
Diogenes L. Antille  
Michael J. Webb  
James Barringer  
Jennifer Kelly  
Ben Macdonald 

SELECT RECENT BIBLIOGRAPHY: BOOKS 

Naveeda Khan, River Life and the Upspring of Nature, Duke University Press, 2023 

Gary Backhouse, Guide to Native Orchids of Victoria, CSIRO Publishing, 2023 

Timothy M. A. Utteridge and Laura V. S. Jennings, eds. Trees of New Guinea,  

University of Chicago Press, 2023 

A botanical companion to the world’s most floristically diverse island: New Guinea. 

  

New Guinea is the most floristically diverse island in the world, home to nearly 5,000 tree 

species alone. Trees of New Guinea details each of the 693 plant genera with arborescent 

members found in New Guinea, covering the entire region including the West Papua and Papua 

Provinces of Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and the surrounding islands such as New Britain, 

New Ireland, and Bougainville. The book follows contemporary classifications and is richly 

illustrated with line drawings and color photographs throughout. Each group has a family 

description and key to the New Guinea tree genera, followed by a description of each genus, 

with notes on taxonomy, distribution, ecology, and diagnostic characters. Trees of New 

Guinea—winner of the Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries Literature’s 2022 Award 

for Excellence in Botany—is an essential companion for anyone studying or working in the 

region, including botanists, conservation workers, ecologists, and zoologists. 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879578
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879579
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/879579
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SELECT RECENT BIBLIOGRAPHY: ARTICLES 

“Fit for purpose: investigating adaptations in late Pleistocene lithic technology to  

an island environment at Buang Merabak, New Ireland, Papua New  

Guinea,” by Georgia Kerby, Anne Ford, Glenn R. Summerhayes, Matthew G.  

Leavesley and J. Michael Palin, World Archaeology (forthcoming in print) 

Published online: 08 Feb 2023  

• https://doi.org/10.1080/00438243.2023.2172070 

The occupation of Buang Merabak, a cave located on the island of New Ireland, by 42,000 years 
ago demonstrates that the colonisation of the Bismarck Archipelago occurred soon after that of 
Sahul. This provides the opportunity to consider the adaptation of small groups of people to a 
depauperate island environment. An analysis of a lithic assemblage from Buang Merabak was 
used to consider how technological organisation reflects changing patterns of site use and 
subsistence strategies from the late Pleistocene through to the early Holocene. A strategy of 
small simple flake technology was identified, which would have allowed site occupants 
flexibility in the face of fluctuating patterns of faunal resource use. During the late Pleistocene, 
a broad range of local lithic materials were used expediently. Gradual change occurred in the 
early Holocene to a smaller variety of materials with dominant use of local chert flakes and 
conservation of specific volcanic materials. 

2023 SUMMER PROGRAMS 

The History of Science Society Interdisciplinary Summer School 

July 10-14, 2023 

Science History Institute, Philadelphia, PA, USA 

FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS and PRIZES 

British Society for the History of Science Conference & Workshop Grants 

The British Society for the History of Science is looking to award grants of up to £500 each to 
conferences and workshops to be held in person this year (funds to be spent by 1st March 
2024). Awards may be used for any reasonable purpose to support running a conference, which 
might include catering, venue, or accessibility costs. Please note that the society is committed 
to lowering its climate impact and therefore will not fund air travel. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00438243.2023.2172070
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Applications should consist of: 

1. Details of the conference, including title, location, and dates of the event. 
2. A short abstract detailing the intellectual agenda of the conference. 
3. Details of the main organisers (including name, affiliation, and contact details). 
4. Details of the conference programme where available. 
5. A balanced budget that shows both projected income and expenditure. Please note 

that budgets which do not balance (i.e., budgets which do not clearly outline how 
expenses will be met) may be reviewed unfavourably by the panel. 

6. A statement explaining how the event will adhere to aims and objectives of the BSHS 
and our policies and guidelines (which can be found here). We would draw particular 
attention to our Equality and Diversity Statement and our Climate Policy. 

Please complete your application using this online form. All awardees will be required to 
provide the BSHS with a post-event report and a suitable image for publication in the 
society’s Viewpoint newsletter within three months of the event. 

Please submit application materials by midnight on Friday, 17th February 2023. Applicants will 
be notified by the 1st March 2023, and monies can be used between then and the 1st March 
2024. Any questions should be addressed to the Secretary of the BSHS Conferences Committee, 
Grace Exley, at conference.grants@bshs.org.uk. 

Royal Society Early Career Research Award 

This award consists of a cash prize and publication in the Society’s Journal and cash prizes for 

the runner-up and honorable mentions. Applicants should submit a previously unpublished 

essay of no more than 12,000 words based on original research. It can relate to any aspect of 

the history of science, technology and medicine in any historical period.  

The deadline for submission is February 28, 2023.  

Further information at https://royalsocietypublishing.org.rsnr/essay-award. 

IUHPST Essay Prize in History and Philosophy of Science 

“First Research Article” Fellowship Program 

Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin 

September 1, 2023 – February 29, 2024 

The Max Planck Institute is offering two fellowships for outstanding graduate students. 

Applicants should demonstrate their commitment to a research topic related to the History of 

Science, Technology, and Medicine, or Science and Technology Studies and a need to work with 

an international community to prepare and publish their first single-authored research paper in 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bshs.org.uk%2Fabout-society&data=05%7C01%7Cmike.osborne%40oregonstate.edu%7C8c4478cc28ee4890b07308dafd64cd32%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C638100906624194190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZciEVs0BAb1iCICdHDeej%2BY4xEDKzqgJCQSbmFDH0Xg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FXT2rykVc44g97L2J8&data=05%7C01%7Cmike.osborne%40oregonstate.edu%7C8c4478cc28ee4890b07308dafd64cd32%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C638100906624194190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PGf%2FGSRVibQ50tLxWStW1wDyCh1x6IErvaoabBCGmcY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:conference.grants@bshs.org.uk
https://royalsocietypublishing.org.rsnr/essay-award
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the English language. Eligible students should be in good standing through February 29, 2024, 

and should have completed the archival research for their work and can devote six months to 

writing and preparing an article in English for journal publication. 

Applicants should send the following in English through the online portal: 

https://recruitment.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.ed/position/23330824 

1. Official proof of enrollment and good standing in an accredited graduate program from 

your PhD thesis or confirmation by your university. 

2. Brief description of the dissertation. 

3. CV and list of publications. 

4. Title, abstract and outline of intended essay (maximum of 750 words). 

5. English writing sample. 

6. Letter of recommendation from one supervisor. 

Please submit the above no later than February 15, 2023. 

 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

HOMSEA 2023 

9th International Conference on the History of Medicine in Southeast Asia 

and 

IASTAM Regional Conference 

International Association for the Study of Traditional Asian Medicine 

Singapore, 9-11 June 2023 

Conference Host: Nanyang Technological University 

With support from: Nanyang Technological University 

All proposals on the subject of the history of medicine and health in Southeast Asia will be 

considered, but papers dealing with the influence of Chinese Traditional Medicine in Southeast 

Asia, local medical traditions, and the interaction between medical traditions and western 

medicine are encouraged. Please submit a one-page abstract for a 20-minute talk, and a one-

page CV by 15 March 2023 to: Hans Pols (hans.pols@sydney.edu.au). 

Proposals will be reviewed by May 2023. Further information regarding the venue, registration, 

registration fees and accommodation options will be made available then. 

mailto:hans.pols@sydney.edu.au
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Program Committee: Warwick Anderson, Michitake Aso, Michael Stanley-Baker, Harold Cook, 

Laurence Monnais, Hans Pols, Michele Thompson 

Local Organizing Committee: Michael Stanley-Baker and team 

Please note that it may be possible to subsidize some of the costs of participation for scholars 

from less wealthy countries, and for graduate and postgraduate students. If you would like to 

ask for financial support, please send a separate email justifying your request by 15 March to 

Hans Pols. 

• The 32nd Annual World History Association Conference will be held from June 22 - 24, 2023 
at the University of Pittsburgh’s World History Center. To learn about the keynote speakers 
and/or register at the early rate go to https://www.thewha.org/conferences/2023-energies/. If 
you have specific questions, email info@thewha.org. 

• The School of Pacific and Asian Studies (SPAS) and the Department of Asian Studies at the 

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa (UHM) invites proposals for papers, performances, and panels 

that seek to move beyond the ‘traditional’ regions of Asia for the 34th annual Asian Studies 

Graduate Student Conference, held in-person at the Center for Korean Studies on the UHM 

campus in Honolulu, Hawai‘i, on April 27–28, 2023. Beyond the constructed and narrow 

boundaries of South, Southeast, West, Central, and East Asia, the conference presents 

participants with the opportunity to think particularly about the movements of peoples, ideas, 

forms, and technologies across space and time through the perspective of Inter-Asia. 

Visit https://spasgraduateconference2023.wordpress.com/ for more information. 

• The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa Center for Southeast Asian Studies Spring 2023 

Symposium: “Climate Change and South Asia." This symposium invites scholars in the 

interpretive social sciences, humanities, arts, architecture, business, planning, public health, 

and policy studies, among others, to share research and artistic work, and join together in 

conversations about climate change in South Asia. The virtual event will be held April 18 & 19, 

2023.  

Indigenous Histories of Encounters in Asia-Pacific 

University of Cambridge, 19–20 June 2023 

Keynote speakers:  

Lynette Russell (Monash University) & Michael T. Carson (University of Guam) 

The field of global history has embraced a call for new histories that cross borders and 

emphasise migrations and connections across large scales. Yet, in doing so, the field has at 

times overemphasised the history of European empires. This conference will explore new 

decolonial approaches which emphasise the agency of Indigenous and other non-European 

actors within the bustling, cross-cultural worlds of Asia-Pacific. Taking inspiration from the field 

https://www.thewha.org/conferences/2023-energies/
mailto:info@thewha.org
https://spasgraduateconference2023.wordpress.com/


9 
 

of Pacific history, we will explore entanglements across oceanic spaces, shifting the focus from 

the dominance of European traditions towards analyses of cross-cultural exchanges. 

We seek to broaden the geographical focus to incorporate the worlds of both the Pacific and 

Maritime Southeast Asia and beyond, including Latin America. This wider scope will allow for an 

exciting, boundary-shifting dialogue between Pacific, Asian, and Latin American historians 

working within the fields of Indigenous history and non-European histories of globalisation and 

cross-cultural exchange. We call for abstracts concerned with any time period but especially 

encourage those focussed on the pre-modern era, which has been underrepresented in 

scholarship. We welcome contributions that cut across different methodologies and forms of 

historical evidence, including Indigenous studies, decolonisation, visual and material culture, 

ethnography, and archaeology. 
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