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The 2nd Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Underwater Cultural Heritage (www.apconf.org)  was held from 12-16 May 2014 in Honolulu, Hawai‘i. The conference was hosted by the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation and the University of Hawai‘i Marine Option Program.  NOAA’s Maritime Heritage Program staff (Hans Van Tilburg) served as chair of the planning committee, and the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries was a major sponsor for the event.  

The need for comprehensive stewardship of marine and freshwater resources is the underlying reason for the APCONF series.  Our reliance on marine resources and need for ocean stewardship encourages government agencies, heritage groups, coastal zone managers, diving groups and other ocean users to formulate a better approach to investigating and managing non-renewable underwater cultural heritage. 

More than 139 participants from 27 countries around the world joined together in Honolulu to discuss common goals in underwater cultural heritage research and preservation.  

APCONF 2014 included an in-situ preservation workshop organized by the Western Australia Museum, a welcome reception, two keynote talks, poster session, three days of concurrent presentation sessions (total 97 presentations), 15 individual session themes, concluding Hawaiian banquet, and conference heritage field trips to Pearl Harbor, Bishop Museum, and He`eia Hawaiian fishpond.  A special video and discussion was held at the banquet by the Polynesian Voyaging Society, engaging conference participants in Mālama Honua, the World Wide Voyage.  

The keynote speakers for this event were Dr. James Delgado, Director of the Maritime Heritage Program for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Professor Sayan Praicharnjit from the Centre for Community Archaeology Research and Development in Thailand. 
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APCONF 2014 participants at the UH Campus Center Ballroom, welcome ceremonies.


Presentation session 2, “New Approaches in UCH Management in the US,” featured Maritime Cultural Landscape-focused talks by NOAA’s Valerie Grussing, Brad Barr, Hans Van Tilburg, and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s David Ball.  Kelly Gleason, archaeologist for the Monument, gave a talk in session 11, “World War II and UCH in the Pacific.”  Barr and Van Tilburg also gave additional talks in session 4, “UCH in Oceania.”  

The APCONF 2014 award for notable achievements and contributions in the field of maritime archaeology was awarded to Professor Sayan Praicharnjit, Centre for Community Archaeology Research and Development, Thailand.  The APCONF 2014 Best Paper award went to Elia Nakaro, History Archaeology Department, Fiji Museum.  The APCONF 2014 Best Student Paper award went to Michelle Damian, Department of History, University of Southern California, USA.

The 2014 event:

· addressed management and protection strategies of underwater cultural heritage in Asia and the countries of the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the 21st century;
· facilitated regional cooperation through the development of academic and governmental networks in the Asia-Pacific region;
· provided a forum for discussion of technical and ethical issues related to underwater cultural heritage and underwater archaeology;
· freely distributed information across the region and worldwide.  

Conference papers were edited by the committee and published in the hard copy of the conference proceedings, and are also available online at the Museum of Underwater Archaeology (MUA) http://www.themua.org/.

Despite our increasing ability to communicate electronically, nothing has yet replaced the satisfying experience of meeting colleagues face-to-face and sharing knowledge and cultural experiences related to the common goal of marine resource preservation.  

Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, the planning committee was able to provide financial assistance for 25 of the more than 139 participants from the Asia-Pacific region to attend the conference. The committee would like to thank the following sponsors and supporters for making this important event possible: National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, University of Hawai‘i Marine Option Program, NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, Bureau of Ocean Energy and Management, the Wenner-Gren Foundation, UNESCO, the Ocean Foundation, University of Hawai‘i, The Field Museum, Ships of Discovery, Australasian Institute for Maritime Archaeology, Inc., SEAMEO SPAFA Regional Centre for Arts and Archaeology, Maney Publishing, and the Tokyo Institute of Marine Science and Technology.
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